Nashville, Tenn.
The recent general agitation of the subject of Dental Education, through the professional journals of the day, might well suffice to arrest the attention of every dentist, and awaken in his breast hopeful anticipations for the advancement of his calling. It forms an auspicious epoch in the history of dental surgery.
For whichever of the systems of instruction so ably advocated be preferable, the discussion of them has called into exercise a zeal and energy which cannot fail to eventuate in good. Thus prominently brought before the medical profession, the claims of dental surgery have been impressed upon the minds of many who had otherwise still stood aloof, as unconcerned spectators, indifferent alike to its advancement or retrogression. Individual members in our own ranks seem animated anew, and a livelier interest, nobler aims and higher hopes, appear to inspire our profession as a whole. The partial evils, such as personal ill-feeling and recrimination, arising out of the discussion of this subject, as is natural in that of any other having two sides to it. are small compared to the general good. If, however, the disputants would lose sight of their individual feelings and interests, while regarding with a single eye the welfare of our common science, it would lead to a better development and appreciation of all the great arguments in the issue.
It is not the design of this communication to take sides in the question referred to, much less to assume a hostile attitude in regard to either of the systems of dental education, the claims of which have been held up to consideration. If all recommendations for the establishment and improvement of dental colleges are to be regarded in the light of evils, such as "the profession has outlived," and as it is to be hoped "it may survive," and of opposition and machinations designed for the overthrow of these schools, thus serving no purpose but to afford occasion for the rallying cry of persecution, then it were about as well to "hang up the fiddle and the bow," and wait for better times.
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